
Ozark Area Minutes 

5/18/14 

Meeting opened with the Serenity Prayer.  The 12 traditions and the 12 concepts were read. 

Correction to last month’s minutes: Amber L. is GSR for But Do It group, not the Alternate GSR.  Motion passed 

to accept the minutes as amended. 

We do not have enough groups present for quorum. 

**We really need to have 14 out of the 20 groups present in order to conduct business and have quorum.  

This is really important to our area. ** 

 

Administrative trusted servants in attendance:    

 Chair: Pam M.    

 Vice-Chair: Mark J.         

 Treasurer: Amanda R.         

 RCM: Mike O.       Vacant Chairs:      

 RCM Alt: Ed H.       Literature Review Chair 

 Secretary: Ali D.       P.I. Chair 

 

Sub-Committee Chairs in attendance:    Absent Subcommittee Chairs: 

 AASC Chair: Jocelyn B.                 H & I Chair: Kim M. (No report) 

 Outreach Chair: Raymond M.                Website Coordinator: Debra B. (quarterly) 

 

Groups in attendance:      Absent groups: 

 Against All Odds group     Point of Turning (1)     

 But Do It group            

 Clean and Serene group     Inactive groups:     

 5th Tradition group      A New Way (2)    

 Last Chance       Freedom (2)      

 Miracles group      Liberty (2)      

 Stray Katz       Life Line (3)     

 Survivors       Native American (2), sent report                

 Under Grace       One Promise (2)                                          

 We Do Recover group      Spiritual Principles (2) 

        Together in Unity (5)     

        

 

 



REPORTS: 

Chair: No report.   

Vice Chair: No report. 

Secretary: No report. 

Treasurer: See attached report.  Added: When we switched bank accounts, our phone bill that was due in 

January was not paid.  Check number 1067, amounting to $63.28, paid for that bill and the late fees.  Jackee P. 

received a check for $77.30 from Ozark Area because she was falsely charged by Freedom Voice, the phone 

line company.  This false charge also resulted in a bounced check fee for Jackee.  The check number 1066 

reimbursed Jackee P. for the extra charge and bank fees.  There will also be some corrections to April’s 

treasurer’s report and Amanda will submit a corrected report next month.  There are no missing donations but 

some of the groups’ names were incorrect.  Mark J. suggested that the treasurer could look into automatic 

debits for our bills.  Mike O. expressed concerns that with this particular phone company, maybe we shouldn’t 

set up an auto-pay.  Pam says that if we don’t have a PR chair in the near future, we may want to set up an ad 

hoc committee to search for a new phone line company.  Other people added that it won’t hurt to go ahead 

and look at other phone companies to see what is out there.  We definitely want to keep our same phone 

number.   

Also, Jack said that Rocky from Together in Unity has been mailing donations to our area and asked Amanda 

about this.  The Together in Unity GSR should contact the treasurer to get this sorted out.   

RCM: Greetings Ozark Area Service Committee, The World Services Conference is now over and 

motions/proposals and any amendments to them have been voted upon.  Motions #4, 5, and 6 were amended 

to be “as an option” and were carried.  For complete details on all motions/proposals and other business at 

the conference go to www.na.org.  Once there click on Events, World Service Conference, WSC 2014 Draft 

Summary of Decisions.  I have nothing else to report on except that it has been my privilege to serve as 

Regional Committee Member for the Ozark Area of Narcotics Anonymous over this past year and I appreciated 

your vote of confidence in my abilities to serve you.  In loving service, Mike O. 

RCM Alt: Hello Ozark area.  I’m an addict named Ed serving as your RCMA.  I don’t have anything to report 

because I cannot get on the new website.  I did not put together a PR workshop because I am very confused 

on the PR concept but I am going to try and put together a workshop on the importance of service work.  

More will be revealed in new business.  In loving service, Ed H. 

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

H & I: No report.  Verbal report from Jack: We are trying to get clarity about people trying to get H & I people 

as sponsors.  H & I liaisons can’t give out personal info.  Ed is trying to get step guides into the jails.  

Discussions about electing a vice chair was tabled until next month.  Also tabled the discussion about carrying 

H & I into the Just for Today area.  Liaison appointments were also tabled until next month.  We need more 

women to step up and do H & I.  Someone suggested that we could approach people who are getting their 90 

day key tag so that they could start getting involved and be ready to do H & I. 

AASC: Hello Ozark Area.  Opened with the serenity prayer and specifically asked HP in to guide our decisions.  

Read 12 concepts and 12 traditions.  Our area birthday party was amazing.  Karen was an amazing speaker—

thank you.  The Southwest area took the regional banner.  Great fellowshipping!  Next area we will give our 

http://www.na.org/


report on the financial end.  This committee works well together—I’m so grateful.  We are now working on 

picnic speakers: Fri. night: Bruce A., Sun AM: Suzanne S.  Still waiting to hear about Sat AM and Sat night.  

More will be revealed.  We will have 2 workshops.  Topics: 1) Spiritual not Religious (Terry L. and Joe W.) 2) 

How to get through the 1st year clean (Amber L., Jack L., Jacob L., and Penny H.).  Two Mothers Left will be 

playing Saturday—Lee W.  GSRs please announce at groups regularly how important pre-registration is to 

HOLP.  It helps put the function on.  P.S. Our Sat. afternoon speaker will be Kelly Y.  In loving service, Jocelyn 

Outreach: Hello Ozark Area, my name is Raymond M.  I’m your Outreach chairperson.  We opened with the 12 

traditions and the 12 concepts.  There were only 2 people present so it was a short meeting.  I’m still trying to 

get the Outreach shirts started.  I have another recovering addict helping with the drawing.  So I’m hoping to 

have something to bring to the next area business meeting.  I’ve made some Outreach support group’s 

schedule.  I tried to put them on the web page but forgot how.  ILS, Raymond M. Added: Raymond’s phone 

number is (417) 437-4705 if you would like to get involved with Outreach. 

GROUP REPORTS: 

Against All Odds: Good afternoon Ozark Area family!  I’m an addict named Karen H., GSR for the AAO NA 

group in Pittsburg, KS.  Our open, non-smoking meetings are held Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 PM, Sundays at 

6:30 PM at 3003 N. Joplin at the Homer Cole Senior Center in Pittsburg, KS.  **Beginning June 1, 2014 our 

meetings will all be at 6:30 PM on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays.  The last Sunday of the month is a 

speaker meeting where we celebrate the month’s birthdays.  We ask that the Ozark Area meeting schedules 

and website be updated, please and thank you.  An average of 8 addicts attended each of our 3 meetings in 

the past month.  We will be celebrating the following birthdays in June: Meghan B. and Jodi B. with 1 year, 

Robert S. with 2 years, Donald B. with 6 years, Chris M. with 7 years, and Neil D. with 24 years.  Unfortunately, 

I have to leave today by 4:30 due to another commitment.  I apologize and I will avoid double commitments 

on area meeting Sundays.  In loving service, Karen H. 

A New Way: Absent. 

But Do It: Hello Ozark Area. I’m Amber L., GSR for But Do It of Joplin.  Our group meets every Wed. at 414 S. 

Virginia at 6:30 pm.  Our non-smoking, non-vaping meetings are closed except the last Wed. of the month 

which is birthday night, open to family and friends.  Our meetings are getting around 30 in attendance and our 

home group membership is strong.  This month’s birthdays are Kelly S. with 6 years, Katie A. with 4 years, Tony 

O. with 3 years, and Josh Y. with 1 year.  Today we have a donation of 50.00 dollars.  The 2nd Wed. of the 

month will be a tradition study, bring book.  August 30th is Can’t Put a Price on Recover Picnic in the Park.  In 

loving service, Amber L. 

Clean & Serene: Hello Ozark Area.  My name is Mikey and I’m an addict.  I am the GSR for the Clean & Serene 

group.  We meet on Saturdays at 6:30 at the Alano club in Joplin, MO.  Our birthday/speaker meeting is the 

last Saturday of the month.  We have one birthday: Jennifer H. with 2 years and Mike O. is our speaker on the 

31st.  Just a reminder-this is a non-smoking, non-vaping meeting.  Our meetings continue to do alright with an 

average of 10-20 addicts attending.  Always welcoming new members to come join us.  Thank you for your 

support.  At this time, we have no donation.  In loving service, Mikey M. 

5th Tradition: Hello Ozark Area.  My name is Jessie Y., an addict serving as Alternate GSR for 5th Tradition 

group.  We meet every Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday at 6:30 pm at 1831 S. Connor Ave Joplin, MO.  We are 

an open, non-smoking meeting.  The 2nd Tuesday of the month after the regular meeting is our monthly 



business meeting.  The last Tuesday of the month is birthday night.  We had approximately 40-60 addicts in 

attendance at each meeting this past month.  We have a $60 donation this month.  In loving service, Jessie Y. 

Freedom: Absent. 

Last Chance: Hi Ozark Area, my name is Marty S.   I’m an addict.  I am the alternate GSR.  Jay Last Chance 

Group is doing okay.  We meet Tues & Sat. at 7:00 pm at the Senior Citizen’s Center, 816 S. Main.  Tuesdays 

are a book study meeting, we’re going through the Living Clean, The Journey Continues.  Saturdays are topic 

meetings: The 1st and 3rd Sat. are from the JFT meditation book and the 2nd and 4th Sat. are topic meetings.  

Our group conscience is the last Saturday of the month at 6:15 pm.  Our meetings are open, non-smoking 

meetings and average 8-12 members per meeting.  Birthday meetings are on Saturdays as they arise.  Our 

group is donating $20 to the area today.  In loving service, Marty S.  Added: We are experiencing hostility with 

the lady who runs our meeting facility but we are staying. 

Liberty: Absent. 

Lifeline: Absent. 

Miracles: Hello Ozark Area, my name is Lee W.  I am an addict, serving as alternate GSR for the Miracles Group 

that meets every Friday at 6:30 pm at 1601 Wall Joplin, MO.  We are an open, non-smoking meeting.  The 

Friday before OASC after our regular meeting is our business meeting and the last Friday of the month is 

birthday night.  We have had approximately 80 addicts in attendance at each meeting this past month.  We 

have a $27 donation this month.  In loving service, Lee W. 

Native American: Absent, sent report:  Hello Ozark Area.  My name is Jamie D. and I am an addict.  I am the 

GSR of Native American New Life Group.  I am very sorry for not being in attendance but due to work I am not.  

Native American meets on Monday nights at 8 pm at the Alano Club.  We have been having speaker night 

every second Monday of the month.  We also have anywhere from 30 to 60 addicts in attendance.  We are still 

seeking new group members to come join.  Also, if you don’t mind, we need meeting schedules.  Thank you!  

We have no donation at this time.  In loving service, Jamie D. 

One Promise: Absent. 

Point of Turning: Absent. 

Spiritual Principles: Absent.  

Straight Line: Hello Ozark Area.  My name is Scott B., an addict serving as Alt. GSR for Straight Line.  We meet 

every Thursday and Saturday at 8 pm @ 430 N. 21 St.  Grove, OK, open, non-smoking meeting.  First Sat. of the 

month is a speaker meeting and the last Sat. of the month 6:45 business meeting.  We are needing support for 

Sat. nights.  We have no donation this month.  ILS, Scott B. 

Stray Katz: Hello Ozark Area!  I’m Chuck D. serving as GSR for Stray Katz.  We meet every Saturday at 24706 

Highway 171 in Webb City (House Inc.) from 6 pm to 7 pm.  Our meetings are open/non-smoking.  We have a 

book study the first Saturday of the month and celebrate birthdays the last Saturday of the month.  We 

average 25-45 addicts each week.  We have a speaker meeting the third Saturday of every odd month.  Larresa 

J. is celebrating one year of clean time this month.  We have a $20 donation this month.  In loving service, 

Chuck D. 

Survivors: Hello Ozark Area, I’m Angela S. serving as GSR for the Survivors NA meeting in Joplin MO.  Survivors 

meetings are at 12:00 Mon. through Sat. @ 1330 Wall.  Survivors is an open, non-smoking meeting.  We 



average about 15-20 addicts.  Our business meetings are the Sat. before area.  We do have 1 birthday this 

month, Angela S. is celebrating 2 years.  Our birthday meetings are the last Sat. of the month.  We have a $12 

donation for area.  Thank you for letting me be of service, Angela S. 

Under Grace: Hello Ozark Area, my name is Danny C. and I am an addict.  I am the GSR for the Under Grace 

Group.  We meet every Monday evening at 7:00 pm in the basement of the Grace Episcopal Church located at 

the corner of Howard and Chestnut in Carthage.  This is an open non-smoking meeting.  Meetings are always 

good with between three and four addicts attending on a regular basis.  We have a $10 donation for Ozark 

Area today.  In loving service, Danny C. 

We Do Recover: Hello Ozark Area, my name is Crystal W.  I am the GSR for We Do Recover.  We meet at 1330 

Wall St.  We have 30-60 addicts in attendance at our meetings.  Smoking and open meetings are Monday 

through Sunday 8 pm to 9 pm.  Friday and Saturday night candlelight meetings are held at midnight, which are 

also smoking and open meetings.  Attendance for our candlelight meetings range from 8-20 addicts.  Second 

Friday of the month is a speaker meeting, non-smoking and May speaker is Ron K.  We have our business 

meetings every 2nd Sunday at 6:30 pm.  Last Friday of the month is our birthday night which are also non-

smoking meetings.  This month’s birthdays are Roger E.-13 years, Penny H.-1 year, Suzanne G.-7 years, Ashley 

G.-18 months, and Glenn P.-1 year.  We have a $20 donation.  We are having our 24th annual Freedom Dats at 

Leonard Park which Doug B. will be speaking.  In loving service, Crystal W. 

Absent Groups: A New Way, Freedom, Liberty, Lifeline, Native American (sent report), One Promise, Point of 

Turning, Spiritual Principles, and Together in Unity (inactive).   

SHARING SESSION 

 Ed didn’t do PR workshop because there is a lot to that.  We Do does not charge if they do a workshop 
in their building.  We need a chairperson from each subcommittee to speak at a workshop on service 
work and unity.  We need to let people know what Narcotics Anonymous is all about.  Since not all 
chair people are present, Ed will discuss this at next month’s area meeting. 

 Mark J. asked Raymond if, when Outreach goes to Nevada, he will ask that group if they still want to be 
a part of this area because they have not been here for 5 months.  Another person suggested that 
Raymond might want to attend the business meeting to find out if they still want to be a part of our 
area.  Crystal W. thought that maybe we could contact their GSR to find out when their business 
meeting is.   

 Springfield has a phone line that runs somewhat different than ours.  They have 6-7 people who have 
the phone line attached to their phone so multiple people can answer the phone line.  Mark J. would 
be willing to find out how their phone line works.  Since we have the phone line bills straightened out, 
maybe we shouldn’t change services.   

 Mike O. has not heard anything from Jessica related to the Seneca meeting.  Mike O. can call her.   

 Pam hopes that each group is letting the newcomers know how amazing NA functions are.  We should 
be inviting newcomers to functions, campouts, out-of-town meetings, etc.  The Show Me Region of 
Narcotics Anonymous has a convention every other year.  SMRCNA is October 17-19 this year.  They 
have marathon meetings, workshops, bonfire meetings, and a comedian.  Pam is passing out flyers and 
one is included at the end of these minutes.  Ed added that SMRCNA would like one person from each 
area to do a workshop.   

 5 groups want to hear from a representative from United States Service Conference of Narcotics 
Anonymous.  A few other groups had not talked about it yet.  Mike O. has a USSCNA power point that 
he is giving to Angela S.  Pam wants USSCNA to come and talk to us about this service structure but, as 



of this time, she is not going to pursue this. The USSCNA has a very detailed website that anyone can 
check out. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Questions were raised about the inactive groups preventing us from conducting new business: If 
people are often not present to vote, then why are we continuing to count them as a group in the 
quorum?  How can we be accountable if we are relying on groups who are not accountable?  Can 
we change the quorum rules as to how people vote?  Mike O. shared that the guidelines would 
have to be changed pertaining to the quorum.   

 Pam read the 5.5 guideline out of the Ozark Area Service Guidelines as follows:  
o The OASC may conduct all business provided 2/3 of the groups on the Active List are 

represented.  In the event quorum cannot be met, items of business may be executed 
provided 2/3 of the OASC empower present GSR’s to vote on such items.  Each item to be 
called to a vote must be authorized separately. 

 The following 4 items of business were executed because 2/3 of the OASC empowered present 
GSR’s to vote on these items.  Each item was authorized separately. 

o Brian C. is appointed as H & I Chair.   
o Ed H. is appointed as Regional Committee Member (RCM). 
o Ali D. is appointed as Secretary. 
o Raymond M. is appointed as Outreach Chair. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Motion: To change Article 2 in the guidelines to read as follows: 
o The service area shall include all Narcotics Anonymous Groups within Ozark Area.  The 

service area of the OASC may roughly be geographically defined as North of the 
Missouri/Arkansas border; East of the Missouri/Kansas border; South of the United Kansas 
City Area of N.A.; and West of the Southwest Missouri Area of N.A., but not limited to.   

o The intent is to keep some boundaries to our area but it does not limit us to these 
boundaries. 

 Give Ed the votes for all regional trusted servant positions at the next area meeting in June or 
before.  See April’s minutes for the resumes for all these positions.   
 

Next meeting: The next meeting is on June 15, 2014 at We Do Recover.  We Do Recover will host.  
Subcommittees begin at 12:30 and the business meeting is at 3:00 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 May 24th: Chairpersons Workshop at We Do Recover in Joplin, MO 

 May 25th: Up the Creek Float Trip fundraiser in Granite City, IL 

 July 12th: Freedom Days at Leonard Park in Joplin, MO 

 July 25-27: 35th Annual High on Life Picnic in Truman Lake, MO 

 Aug. 1st- 3rd: Up the Creek Float Trip in Bourbon, MO 

 Aug. 30th: Can’t Put a Price on Recovery picnic in the park in Joplin, MO 

 Sept. 5th- 7th: Spirit Quest at Table Rock in Kimberling City, MO 

 Sept. 19th-21st: CampVention at Lake of the Ozarks State Park in Kaiser, MO 

 Oct. 17th-19th: SMRCNA in Lake Ozark, MO at Lodge of the Four Seasons 



 

OUTREACH SUPPORT GROUP MAY 2014 SCHEDULE 

 5/27: 5th Tradition at 6:30 at 1831 S. Connor Ave Joplin, MO 

 5/28: Together in Unity at 7:00 at 101 S. Cedar Nevada, MO.  Meet at We Do Recover at 5:00. 

 6/1: Against All Odds at 6:30 at 3003 Joplin St. Pittsburg, KS.  Meet at We Do Recover at 5:00. 

 6/2: A New Way at 7:00 at 209 N. Valley St. Neosho, MO.  Meet at We Do Recover at 6:00. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


