
Ozark Area Minutes 11/15/15:  

To be voted on for the next OASC: 

 Two resumes for regional positions (attached after NEW BUSINESS) 

 Mike S. as Area Chair (see NEW BUSINESS) 

 Each group should have a discussion about donating money to hosting groups.  Be ready to talk 

about it next month (see NEW BUSINESS) 

Meeting opened with the Serenity Prayer; Traditions and Concepts were read. October minutes were 

approved.  Two new groups were present to be recognized: Day by Day group of Fort Scott, KS and 3 G’s 

Unloaded from Galena, KS. 

Administrative trusted servants:     Vacant Chairs:  

 Chair: Dale S.       Area Chair 

 Treasurer: Tony N.       Vice Chair  

 RCM: Brian C.        

 RCM Alt: Ed H.          

 Secretary: Ali D.        

Sub-Committee Chairs in attendance:    Sub-Committee Chairs absent:   

 AASC Chair: Jacobb L.      Website Coordinator: Debra B. (quarterly)   

 H & I Chair: Meri S.        

 PR/Outreach Chair: Amber L.                   

Groups in attendance:           

 Against All Odds       

 A New Way (inactive)                                                             

 But Do It 

 Day By Day        

 Fifth Tradition  

 Galena Gratitude Group (3 G’s Unloaded) 

 Lifeline       

 Miracles  

 Native American            

 Point of Turning 

 Straightline 

 Stray Katz       Inactive groups: 

 Survivors       Clean and Serene (6)     

 We Do Recover      Together in Unity (3)    

REPORTS: 

Chair:   Dale had problems with changing the area guidelines.  He will get this done for next month.  He won’t 

be here next month but he will send the updated guidelines with another trusted servant. 



RCM: We have two regional resumes to vote on for next month.  They will be attached to these minutes. 

RCM-Alt:  Hello Ozark Area, I’m Ed serving as your RCMA.  First off I would like to thank all who went online 

and completed the membership survey.  Thanks for your service.  Most of the stuff I am reporting today 

comes from the RD’s report.  Some of the NAWS staff were in Africa and sent an update as follows: 

 It is pretty remarkable what a little help has been able to allow them to do.  At the first East African 

Convention 2 ½ years ago, the African zonal forum was created.  The host community was Tanzania which had 

one meeting in Zanzibar, one is Dar es Salaam, and lots of what they call sober houses.  There have been two 

trips by NAWS to Tanzania since then.  On this trip they held their first RSC meeting.  They have had regional 

assemblies but no decision making from groups.  They had 8 groups from 7 cities in attendance each of which 

has multiple meetings.  Not only did they have 100% group participation, their GSR’s were prepared and gave 

thoughtful, meaningful reports.  It was unbelievable—the love and commitment.  The RSC was followed by a 

two day workshop put on by us with collaboration with the RSC and there were 72 in attendance and no one 

missed a session. They could teach my home community something! 

Though you may not even recognize it, you all have helped to make this day possible.  Your contributions, both 

financial and spiritual, indirectly contributed to NA’s decision to try to expand recovery on the continent of 

Africa.  God gets the glory, but he used you all to make it happen.  It’s been a struggle to get NA going in most 

parts of Africa, because of some pretty obvious road blocks (geography, poverty, culture, etc…), and language, 

as in so many dialects of, so all of this news is very exciting and a perfect example of how our donations and 

the purchase of literature directly helps carry the message to addicts all over the world who never, ever, 

would even have a chance to not only hear the message, but read it as well.  In places like Africa it takes a lot 

of different unique kinds of effort.  This is just unbelievable inspirational news.  These addicts who may have 

dies, at least have a chance to live. 

An area convention in Iran looks like there were 10,000+ addicts in attendance.  The message was carried 

much the same way there.  It doesn’t take much imagination to understand the obvious obstacles there were 

there, and now Iran carries the message into Afghanistan.  It all starts with a donation in the basket or the 

purchase of a Basic Text, and/or other literature.  I am including a copy of the SMRCNA report to Ali for the 

minutes so you can let your groups know what is going on with the planning of SMRCNA.  That’s all I have to 

report at this time.  In loving service, Ed H. 

Treasurer: See attached report.   

Secretary: Hello Ozark Area Family!  My expenses for last month were $22.72 for copies and postage.  If your 

contact info has changed, please let me know.  Thanks for letting me be of service.  Love & Hugs, Ali D.  

(620) 687-0890.  

SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

AASC:  Hello Ozark Area, The AASC committee met today at 1 pm.  We made a few changes to our committee.  

We have voted on our artwork for the picnic.  Keep Calm and Carry the Message.  I will have a print out of it 

next month.  We had our chili cookoff on Saturday night.  Jenn P. from Grove carried a strong and clear 

message of NA.  Everyone that missed it missed out.  We didn’t make much money but our primare purpose 

was fulfillwed.  Committee as of today--- Chair: Jacobb L.; Vice Chair: Krystal S.; Hospitality: Kasey M.; 

Secretary: Sandee A.; Registration: Brandy J.; Entertainment: Meri S.; Merchandise: Angela S.; Hug Patrol: Lee 

W.  In loving service, Jacobb L. 



H & I: Greetings Ozark Area!  We opened today with the Serenity Prayer, Traditions, and Concepts.  We 

approved the minutes from last month.  Yesterday we held a workshop and had a good turnout.  Our thanks 

to the AASC for allowing us to piggy back on their function.  All meetings were met except Jasper County-

where we made 3 out of 5 meetings through no fault of ours.  New Directions is still working on getting one 

male approved. 

We will be having a learning day sometime before our speaker jam next April.  We still have H & I shirts for 

sale.  The cost is $15 if anyone is interested.  Please announce this in meetings.  Thanks for letting me be of 

service.  Meri S.  

PR:  Hello Ozark Area, Amber A. serving as P.R. Chair.  We opened with the 12 Traditions and 12 Concepts.  

Outreach will meet Monday the 23rd and will be going to Carthage.  And we are working on plans for 

December Outreach.  We are planning a workshop for the drug replacement therapy and Public Relations in 

the month of Jan.   

There are 23 people signed up for the area newsletter.  For those wanting to subscribe email 

Ozarkareanewsletter@gmail.com. We discussed putting in a disclaimer stating that once the work has been 

submitted it’s no longer their property.  It becomes the property of P.R.  The intent is to be able to make 

changes such as grammar and punctuation.  Its integrity will remain the same.  We are looking into the cost of 

advertising on TV, radio, and newspaper advertising.  We will also be doing a workshop before the New Year’s 

function on public image.  In loving service, Amber A. 

Added: One addict stated that they used to have a public service commercial that was free, so they might 

want to check into that.  The commercial would have our phone line number.  Also, PR will be having a 

workshop before our area’s New Year’s Eve function. 

GROUP REPORTS: 

Against All Odds:  Hello family!  I’m an addict named Karen, GSR for Against All Odds group in Pittsburg, 
Kansas.  Our average attendance is 15 addicts at our 2 meetings held at Homer Cole Senior Center, 3003 N. 
Joplin, on Thursday and Sunday nights at 6:30 pm.  The last Sunday of the month is our speaker birthday night.  
We want to remind everyone, Mark J. from Joplin will be our speaker November 29th.  Our December 27th 
speaker will be Rick W. from Joplin and we will have 1 birthday in December, Bob N. with 6 years. 

We want to thank everyone for joining us at our annual 8th Turkey Bowl.  Next year we will be sure to order 
more chicken & noodles if you will keep coming back.   We would like to donate $25 to area.  Thank you for 
allowing me to be of service.  Karen H. 

A New Way:  Hello Area, My name is Suzanne S. serving as GSR for A New Way group. A New Way group 
meets every Friday at 7 p.m. at 209 North Valley Street Neosho, MO 64850. We have been averaging 7 to 10 
addicts. We have our birthday night on the last Friday of the month, and business meeting generally the third 
Friday of the month. We have no donation at this time. 

But Do It:  Hello Area.  But Do It meets at 414 Virginia at 6:30 pm this is a closed meeting.  Last Wednesday is 
birthday night; this is open.  We have one this month: Dennis D, 11 years.  Our donation is $35.00.  In loving 
service, Mark J. 

Day By Day:  Hello Ozark Area, my name is Jessica M., an addict serving as GSR for Day By Day group.  Our 

meetings are non-smoking and we average 5-15 addicts per meeting.  We celebrate birthdays the last 

Thursday of each month.  We meet at 8 pm Mondays and Thursdays at 6th and Little in Fort Scott, KS.  No 

donation at this time.  Jessica M.  

mailto:Ozarkareanewsletter@gmail.com


Fifth Tradition:  Alan F. sitting in for 5th Tradition Group.  Fifth Tradition holds regular scheduled meetings at 

1831 S. Connor Ave Joplin.  Our meetings are open, non-smoking every Mon, Tues, and Thursday @ 6:30.  

Attendance has been very good up to 45 addicts participating.  The Annual Halloween Party was a great 

success—thank you to all for the help and participation.  We made enough to cover the expenses for 2016.  25 

bucks to donate.  Alan 

Galena Gratitude Group (3 G’s Unloaded):  Hello!  I am Sonia M. and I’m an addict.  I am representing 2 G’s 

Unloaded Galena Gratitude Group-Unloaded; our NA meetings are Mondays at 6:00 pm @ the Galena 

Community room—211 W. 7th Galena, KS 66739.  Open/Non-smoking/vaping.  Donating $10.00 today (my 2nd 

meeting).  2nd Mon—book study, 3rd Mon.—speaker.  In loving service, Sonia M.  

Lifeline:  Hello Ozark Area!  My name is Jenn, addict representing LifeLine.  Home group attendance is still 

strong with 6-20 addicts in attendance.  Meeting times are still Wed & Fri 9 am, and Sunday at 3 pm.  Sunday 

is book study, with the exception of the 2nd Sunday which is a speaker meeting.  December is Frannie.  In 

loving service, Jenn P.  

Miracles:  Hello Ozark Area, John, addict GSR!!!  for Miracles Group.  We meet every Friday from 6:30 – 7:30 

pm and not 1 minute later.  Our address is 2231 Annie Baxter St, Joplin, MO (3 blocks from the corner liquor 

store).  Our meetings are Ø smoking and we average 25-45 persons/meeting.  Our business meetings are held 

@ 7:45 pm on the Friday prior to area.  We celebrated Kelly’s birthday again due to not having any others.  We 

have a $20 donation.  Sincerely, John S. 

Native American:  Hello Ozark Area.  My name is Bobbie and I’m an addict acting as GSR for Native American 

New Life Group.  We are an open, non-smoking meeting which meets on Mondays at 8:00 pm at the Alano 

Club in Joplin.  Our average attendance is thirty.  We currently have seven home group members.  We have 

two birthdays for the month of November: Walt L. celebrating 18 months and Melissa C. celebrating one year.  

We celebrate birthdays on the last Monday of the month.  Our business meeting is the first Monday of the 

month at 6:30.  Our speaker meeting is the second Monday of the month.  December’s speaker is Craig from 

Joplin.  At this time we have no donations.  In loving service, Bobbie M.  

Point of Turning: Hello Ozark Area, my name is Tina serving as GSR for the Point of Turning group in El Dorado 

Springs.  We have six meetings a week and are as follows: Mon, Tues, and Fri at 7 pm, Wed at 8:30 pm, Thurs 

at 8  and Sun at 5 pm.  Meetings are located in the bottom of the park building.  We celebrate birthdays on the 

Sunday following the clean date with homemade cake.  Trenda L. is celebrating November at the end of this 

month, and our December birthdays are Amy M. with 18 months, Lynn H. with 3 years, and Tina PT with 11 

years.  Our meetings are going good even though attendance is low and there is a lack of people to open.  We 

also have a $10 donation to give.  Thanks for letting me be of service, Tina PT 

Straightline:  Our meeting schedule is the same.  Newcomer attendance is strong and we have 25-50 addicts 

per meeting.  We have a $20 donation.  Thank you, Casey 

Stray Katz:  Hello Ozark Area, Addict named Lowell T., humble servant and GSR for the Stray Katz Group of NA.  

Our meetings are held every Sat. at 6:00 pm til 7:00 pm at 24706 St. Hwy 171 Webb City at House Inc. main 

meeting rooms open non-smoking meeting.  We average from 20-30 addicts.  We pride ourselves for being 

given the opportunity to carry the message to the newcomer during their first two weeks restriction at The 

Airport House.  We have Basic Text meeting every 1st Sat. of the month, a speaker meeting every 3rd Sat. of the 

month, and celebrate birthday night every last Sat. of the month.  We had one birthday this month: Jerry F. 

with four years. 



Survivors: Afternoon Ozark Area, Krystal S. an addict serving as GSR for Survivors.  We are an open, non-

smoking or vaping meeting held at noon everyday but Sundays.  Meetings are going well with 10-15 addicts in 

attendance.  We discussed the sweetheart dance.  It will be Feb. 13 at Galena Community Center.  Tina P. from 

El Dorado will be speaking.  We have a 5 dollar and some change for donation today.  In love and service, 

Krystal S.  

We Do Recover:  Greetings Ozark Area, I’m Shelly serving as GSR.  8 pm 35+ attendance, 9:30 pm Tues and 
Thurs 6-8 attend, 12 midnight Fri and Sat 5-10 in attendance.  We would like to thank the Area for providing us 
with the key chips.  We have had a positive response to the chips, so much so that We Do has decided to 
continue to purchase them.  We are now investigating ways to protest the key tags from theft.  We had been 
suspicious about key tags being stolen, especially white and black, after receiving the key chips we counted 
them on Sunday and $20 worth of tags were already given out or missing.  We are working on a solution, first 
of which is contacting the landlord to change the locks and redistribute keys to trusted servants and have a 
few for chair people which they return to trusted servants when they no longer chair.  We are now flush 
financially because of Area’s help, however we will not be purchasing literature to sell until we meet our 
prudent reserve and are encouraging those in need of literature to attend other meetings to purchase 
anything they need.  It’s all about Unity and carrying the message.   

Our family fun day was a lot of fun with good but low participation.  We made a total of about $75 after 
expenses.  We will be hosting Thanksgiving here from end of noon meeting until start of 8 pm meeting.  All are 
welcome and donations of food throughout the day will be appreciated.  We will have football on the TV and a 
few fun activities.  Please share that information so everyone knows they have a place to go for Thanksgiving.  
In Loving Service, Shelly W.   

SHARING SESSION 

 Questions about the regional motions.  In plain speak: the abstentions will not count in the total and 
will not count as a positive or negative vote; the 2nd motion will change the definition of abstentions in 
our regional guidelines; and the 3rd motion is about friendly amendments and how amendments, once 
made, belong to the regional body and not to the individual who made the motion.  We will vote on 
these motions in old business. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Proposed budget for the next year: Passed. 
 Regional Motion 101815-01: Passed. 
 Regional Motion 101815-02: Passed. 
 Regional Motion 101815-03: Passed. 
 Motion to combine PR and Outreach: Passed. 
 Sandee was elected as Literature Review Chair.  Congratulations Sandee! 
 Discussion about changing the times for subcommittees because of the addition of a literature review 

subcommittee. This will be tabled until next month. 
 Alan F. contacted NAWS about changing incorrect times/meetings that no longer meet and changes 

were made. Meri was able to change Miracles’ information.  Another addict said that you can fill out a 
new registration form with world if you can’t find your group identification code in order to be able to 
change your group’s information on NAWS. 

 



NEW BUSINESS  

 Brian C. nominates Mike S. for Area Chair. 
o Mike’s resume:  My name is Mike S.  My clean date is 2/13/01.  I work steps, have a sponsor, 

and sponsees.  I attend meetings regularly, my Home Group is But Do It, but mostly attend 
Stray Katz.  I have served as GSR for the But Do It group, as Ozark Area Vice Chair and Ozark 
Area Chair in the past.   

 Dale appointed Mike S. as Interim Area Chair effective next month. 

 Discussion about donating money to We Do Recover because they are willing to let us have area in 
their building every month; we are self-supporting through our own contributions.  When using We Do 
Recover’s facility, we cost them by using electricity, coffee, gas, etc.  The basket was passed around 
and $41 was donated to We Do Recover for allowing us to use their facility. 
Groups may want to have a discussion about paying for the use of facilities for our area business 
meeting.  Some options that people brought up: 

o Making a motion to pay $15 or $20 to We Do Recover when we use their facility when We Do 
Recover or Survivors are NOT the hosting group.  

o  Some people said that we would also pay the $15 or $20 when we hold area at a different 
facility or out of town.  Other people thought that when a group volunteers to host, they do not 
need donations since they are volunteering to host.   

o Another option is to pass the basket at area and the hosting group would get the donations.  
They could then pay We Do Recover for the use of their facility if they are hosting area at We 
Do Recover. 

o We could also pass the basket around and give the donations to We Do Recover any time we 
hold area there. 

Next meeting: The next OASC will be held on December 20th hosted by Miracles at 1330 Wall Street in Joplin, 
MO.  Subcommittees start at 12:00 and the area business meeting starts at 3:00.   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Outreach: Under Grace Group on November 23rd.  Meet at We Do Recover at 6:30 pm. 

 Thanksgiving Day at We Do Recover from 12-9 pm at 1330 Wall Street in Joplin, MO 

See Ozark Area events and flyers at http://www.ozarkasc.com/, click on the Ozark Calendar/Flyers tab 

 

Artwork for High on Life Picnic: 

 

http://eastendarea.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/keepcalmNA.png 
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